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Food & Beverage Committee 

Summary of Conference Call Meeting 
May 8, 2017, 3:00 pm – 3:30 pm US ET 

 
Roll Call 

Committee Members Present  Committee Members Not Present 

Chairman, Paul Pederson, Polymer Logistics  John McGill, CHEP 
Laura Schneider, Black Forest Containers  John McCurdy, Coroplast 
Tom Letizia, Hobart  Kevin McTavish, Drader 
Lyle O’Banion, Kroger  Jeff Mitchell, IFCO Systems 
Bob Klimko, ORBIS  Jerry Koefelda, Polymer Solutions 
Joe Laxamana, Sonoco ThermoSafe  Bob Albright, Schoeller Allibert 
Justin Lehrer, StopWaste  Michelle Fay, StopWaste 
RPA Staff:  Tim Debus  Susan Heil, Tosca 
RPA Staff: Sherrie Terry   

 
Agenda Item 1:  Project Updates  
 
A. APC Correlation Study.     
B. Industry Database of Microbial Test Results.  
 
Tim Debus updated the committee on recent action by the Canadian Corrugated & Containerboard 
Association in publicizing results from a 2016 study by Dr. Keith Warriner from the University of Guelph, 
Ontario, Canada, that raised questions about the sanitation of reusable plastic containers (RPCs) due to 
“inadequacies in the applied washing/sanitation regime.”  The study was positioned as an update to 
previous testing in 2013 and 2014, now sampling 144 RPCs in five locations in Canada between July – 
November 2016. 
 
The study reached the following conclusions: (1) “The majority of RPC’s sampled in the current study 
failed on the basis of total aerobic counts and Yeast & Moulds. The failure rate for fecal indicators was 
also high but an improvement based on previous years; (2) The sanitary status of RPC’s was independent 
on the geographical regions sampled suggesting that the findings of the study are reflective of sanitary 
status of reusable crates across Canada; (3) Visual assessment and ATP readings are unsuitable 
approaches to assess the sanitary status of RPC’s; and (4) The failure to sanitize RPC’s effectively along 
with the recovery of E. coli from a proportion of crates would confirm that food safety concerns still 
persist with respect to reusable plastic crates within the produce sector.” 
 
On April 30, The Globe and Mail ran an article about the Guelph study and the resulting confusion in the 
marketplace over conflicting research about the safety of containers.  Statements by RPA member IFCO 
and the RPA were included in the article.  It was noted that the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) was 
conducting its own study that plans comparative testing on both cardboard and plastic boxes, and the 
new study results will be released in the summer.  
 
Chairman Pederson offered background on the CHC study and discussed its merits.  He emphasized that 
the consensus opinion of the scientific community is that the presence of (and testing for) bacteria load 
using Aerobic Plate Count method is not an indicator of the existence of pathogens or any food safety 
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risks.  It can indicate surface cleanliness or cleaning effectiveness but only when baseline results and 
controlled processes are used to verify starting bacteria load counts.   
 
The committee continued discussion about how an RPA-sponsored APC study can provide the evidence 
demonstrating the lack of correlation between bacteria counts and pathogen risks.  Field sampling of 
random RPCs across packing locations, including fresh produce, meat and eggs applications, can be 
valuable data to verify effective cleaning practices and negligible food safety risks as a result of the reuse 
of containers. 
 
C. Food Marketing Campaign.  The committee’s Food Marketing Working Group completed an 

information packet serving as a positioning framework and a request for proposal (RFP) for review 
and response by agencies.  Sherrie Terry reviewed the document and highlighted action steps, key 
message points and supporting documentation that will be a part of the agency selection process.  
Bob Klimko emphasized the importance of having a positive, data-driven marketing campaign in the 
promotion of reusable packaging. 

 
Agenda Item 2:  New Business 
 
▪ No new business was raised or considered by the committee members. 
 
The Food & Beverage Committee meeting on May 8 was adjourned until the next recurring monthly 
conference call scheduled for June 12.  


